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As the lights beneath the 8y2antine domeIn McGIohon Theatre dlrrmed last 

night and the sixth lmaglnlngof the 0'\a{1()tte Squawks satirical musical frandlise 

began, I was worrieI:l . Not fa" myself. Not for the cast. Not for the creators. But 

fa the audience. I've only been a O\arbttean for 18 months, and If I've IEBmed 
anything it's that this dtyis ooiltaround Trade and Tryoo Tension and SoIefmity. 

And there I was: opening night seatedamongst a wanting aowd three rowsback 
from gl1lU9 ofac:torswaltingln the wklgsrehea~ and ready t:omerciess/y 

roastthis samecity. 

Earfier that morning I'd spoKen CIV£!r the phone with Mike CoIi.,s, prodl..lCef and 
dlre:tDf of this musically-incUnedalnng of Char1ctte's dirty laundary. ~It's 
eveythtng yoJ can't say on NPR.- said CoItins, who also possesses OIarktte's 
roost: re:ognizable VOice Signature as host of the "Charktte Talks" radio show.~ 

you've been here [In 0Iari0tte] 5 minutes IX SO years, you'll get it.. he added. 

The barbsin Squavrks are mostty local and ITIMIY ttnes satlfyingIy witty. Set to 
cBssIc tunes with OIignallyriCS,lt's surpriSing to see how many jokes get 
squeezed fn:m hlg\l-pcMered local pIayerswhose enWassing actions 
unfilldeclacross a natIOnal stage. After a VIdeo Introductla'1 fn:m Pat McCrory too 
hilarious to gIVe even a snippet away ,the live showbegan wittI 
CoIllnsstretchedacros the hood of a plano, astatic change from his aler-ego 
Mard on the radio. Though if you're familiar...rlth hls flrendly enthtJSlastlc 
approach to doing Interviews, maybe this isnt sudl a streIX:h. After all, Q\artotte 
keepsreQuestlng more SQuawks. CoIHnsgiides fran speaking to singing WIthout 
out a pause, as if the transistion was nawral and everyday for him. Could you 

imagine CoRlos spontane:;ltIsI eruping Into" song OYer the airwaves? I was 

strudc by his mmedIc delivery dunng the show. GorXI mmedy has the air of 

sponte'Iaity and casual conflclence. COIIlnsshares sudl apresence on stage. &It 

he's net alone up there. 

TlIe women run Cifdes around the men in this show, figulatively and literally. 
TheIr snappy spartdlng enegie9nlx well txlgettter. Best vocals 00 to SUsan 
Roberts KnowIson, hands down. During an oper;JtIc bibute to Sonya 
Sotcrrlayor,recent: additiontu the US Supreme COurt. Knowlson hits notes that 

may very wei break the IheatEr's stained glass before the show ends Its run. 
Beth Troutman (who sharesthe Sharpl:)eauty and comedic acumen with KristIn 
Wiig d SNL) absolutely brought down the house as the foul-mouthed news 
anchor during the "Squawks News· scenes. 

Though the heart and aim Is a~s deI:ectabIe, some ~ premises didn't 
have the legs to hokl an entire song worth d tvnc:s. The show also locorporates a 
multrnedia element. a oonstaot best-of·the-web style s/i<Je:sI'Iow projected above 

the stage. The cnnstantftashlng d plctUresthrooghout the Show wasat timeS 
distracting fran the We perlmT\ance, but nice during a slight serond act drag. 
The pictures were atwavs used to hlarlous affed: as the audience seemed to be 
more OK wit! wIgarIies d the digital varletyduringan endiessrun d 
c.astratlonjokes In the furi:lus-wtves-of-fecent-phUanderers routine. 
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